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Comparison and Contrast Between Sports and Religion
Sports and religion can be perceived as similar in various aspects. For starters, both have a specific set of rules to be followed and the appropriate punishment for breaking these rules (Sports & Religion, n.d.). Furthermore, both sports and religious followers have certain gods who they worship because these gods are influential (Sports & Religion, n.d.). In sports, these gods are charismatic and talented individuals who easily influence their supporters. In being devoted to support their gods, both religious and sports followers hope to get a form of reward. In sports, they are rewarded when the teams or individuals that they support win, while religious followers hope to be rewarded in their afterlife. Additionally, both sets of followers congregate in certain places to worship their gods, with religious individuals using mosques or churches and sports followers using stadia or sports grounds (Sports & Religion, n.d.). Moreover, both followers congregate on specific days of the week to practice their faith. Also, most of the sports and religious followers evaluate their religion or the teams that they support as superior to those of other individuals (Hogg, 2020). Consequently, they tend to negatively evaluate the followers of other religions or teams.
However, religious followers believe in a supernatural being that is omnipresent and powerful. In sports, the gods are simply human beings who have shown exceptional talent or an ability to massively influence their supporters. These sports ‘gods’ are not purported to have any supernatural powers. Similarly, the evil forces in religion are mostly supernatural, and the ‘devil’ is blamed as the one who influences religious individuals to go against their religious teachings and beliefs. In religion, the devil gains by influencing most people to abandon the teachings of their religion and face punishment from their god at the end of their lives. In sports, however, the evil ones are the human opponents to the team that one supports, and these ‘evil’ teams gain by winning. Additionally, most religions believe in the promise of an afterlife such that if they follow the rules of their religion, they are guaranteed of a better place after their death. Conversely, sports do not include any promise of a better afterlife. Instead, sports followers hope to be rewarded when the players or teams that they support succeed or win trophies.
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